HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
Nandraj sent to IIa?ral-i-Ala who was then encamping at
Tiruvati a messenger with the following message concerning
the facts narrated above.
The message of Nandraj to lla&rat-i-Ald
"I maintain with his majesty, the relationship of a slave
and   servant.     I   understand  that  obedience   to his   exalted
highness will be the cause of happiness.    When the sarkar was
engaged in war, I toiled  hard and emptied the treasury in the
hope that my  labours will be appreciated and that I would be
favoured with the gift of the fort of Nattharnagar.    Formerly
Rakhoji the Mahratta entrusted the fort to me and Murari Rao
was representing me there.    It becomes your  bountiful heart
and exalted will to favour me with it again, in consideration of
my services.    In the sweat of my brow I kept a firm footing in
this undertaking; I broke the seals of ancestral treasures to rea-
lise my ambition.    I have for my associates the French and the
Mahrattas   who   are inseparable.    My   army  and that  of my
allies are as numerous as the sands of a desert.    It is not advi-
sable for his majesty to oppose the servants who form a world
of  enemies.    It is   plain   that though   the  French army   be
made to perish many a time by the sword of the brave soldiers
of the sarkar9 yet they present themselves like devils, in numbers
that equal the drops of blood shed on previous battle-fields."
Hazrat-i-A'la was greatly irritated at the message and
broke the cup of his hope with the stone of the following' reply.
The reply of Ha8rat-i-A1d
"You know that from the beginning of the growth of my
prosperity, bestowed on me by God, how many rebels claimed
equality with me and finally stained themselves with disgrace.
This you have seen and known, and yet if you happen to have
an itching head, it is evident that it requires a blow to break it.
To achieve your goal, it behoves you not to rely on the French
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